JUN 29 1948 


Library 
World 


Vol. L. No. 576 
June, 1948 


1s, 2d, net 
Annual Subscription 13s. 6d. net 


Ae 


Reference 
Libraries 


A 


GRAFTON & CO. 
Coptic House, 51 Great Russell Street, London, W.C, 1 


| 
} 
a 
, 
| 
ey 
a 
oF 
. 
7 
: 
“ig 
a 
. 
1y on 
= 


Grafton Publications 


A MIRROR FOR LIBRARIANS 


Selected Readings in the History of Librarianship. By Jouw L. THORNTON, 
A.L.A., (Librarian, St, Bartholomew's Hospital Medical College). 
8 portraits. 8vo, cloth, pp. x, 204. 15s, net 


FROM PAPYRUS TO PRINT. 
bibliographical miscellany. By G. H. F.R.Hist.S., F.L.A. 
(Librarian of the University of St. Andrew's. Fife) 
Demy 8vo, cloth, pp. 220 15s. net 
LIBRARY ADMINISTRATION 
By E. J. Carwett, F.L.A. With an introduction by Raymond Irwin. 
Demy 8vo, cloth, pp. 164. 12s. 6d. net 
A TABULATION OF LIBRARIANSHIP : 
(Classified Tables for the arrangement of all Types of Material relating to 
Libraries of all kinds.) 
By James D, Stewart, M.B.E., F.L.A. (Bermondsey Public Libraries). 
Royal 8vo, cloth, pp. (app.) 224. net 
AN INTRODUCTION TO LIBRARY CLASSIFICATION ; 
7th Edition. By W. C. Berwick SAYERS, F.L.A. Crown 8vo, cloth, 1, 
294 12s. 6d. net 


MODERN PUBLIC LIBRARIES: THEIR PLANNING AND DESIGN 

By E. H. ASHBURNER, B.Arch., F.R.LB.A., A-LStruc.E. 

New Impression. With Supplementary Notes. ; 

Demy 8vo, cloth, illus., pp. 192. 25s. net 
MANUAL OF CLASSIFICATION 

By W. C. Berwick Savers, F.L.A. Reprint of Second Edition. 

Demy 8vo, cloth, 9 folding plates, pp. xiv, 344. 35s. net 
THE NATIONAL LIBRARY SERVICE 

By Raymonp Irwin, M.A., F.L.A. (Director of the School of Librarianship, 

University of London. Honorary Treasurer of the Library Association). 

With an Introduction by W. C. Berwick Sayers, F.L.A. 

Crown 8vo, cloth, pp. 108, Ss. 6d. net 
A HISTORY OF CATALOGUING AND CATALOGUING METHODS, 

1100-1850. By D. M. Norris. With a Foreword by H. M. Cashmore. 

Demy 8vo, cloth, pp. viii, 256. 1939. 12s. 6d. net. 
USE OF REFERENCE MATERIAL 

An Introductory Manual for Librarianship, Students and Assistants. Reprint... 

By J. D, CowLey. 

Crown 8vo, cloth, pp. 158. 8s. 6d. net 
LIBRARY STOCK AND ASSISTANCE TO READERS 

A Textbook. Reprint. 

By Liower R. McCotvin and McCoLvIN. 

Demy 8vo, cloth, pp. viii, 230. 12s. 6d. net 


GRAFTON & CO., Coptic House, 51 Great Russell Street, LONDON, W.C.1 


| 
fi 
| 
| 
1 
| 
2 
i} 
| 
| 
4 
i} 
i} 
| | 
| — 


Library World 


War ls Your Transver Pee. By A. G. S. Ensen 


AND THE USUAL PRATURES 


Editorial 

Our custom of giving a report on the Library Association conference may be observed in a 
reduced manner this year, because we have already dealt, by anticipation, with many of its 
subjects and the actual meetings did not produce any startling variation from the expected. 
So far as the general conduct of affairs was concerned, no conference has been handled better 
in what is now a long, successful sequence. The local secretariat functioned so efficiently that 
it was almost unobserved and unheard as first-class machinery always is. The President’s 
work, both in his address and handling of meetings, was masterly. The papers were a good 
average ; some were too long, one occupying a whole hour; some were intended to be 
revolutionary and went off in verbal crackers ; a few showed the curious modern faith that 
what a man does not do himself is ** an outmoded technique ”—a faith he could not hold if 
his experience were sufficient. But, on the whole, in all its variations, it was a worth-while 
meeting and there was something good in every paper. We must insist, however, that the 
Council should vet the papers and the speakers’ ability to read them adequately. To ask him a 
to address a meeting of fourteen hundred people, the majority of them expert in the subject of es 
the address, is a very high compliment for the Association to pay to a librarian, or, indeed, ; 
anyone else, and elementary text-book material is unsuitable for so august an occasion. No 


doubt Scarborough provided the Council with some lessons in this direétion. 


The Presidential Address was statesmanlike and less ‘* personal ” than have been some of 
the similar addresses of the past. That is mere faét and not a criticism of its predecessors 
which, as for example, those of the two immediate ones, delighted by their frank personal 
charm and simplicity. Mr. Nowell chose to range over the library prospect especially trom the 
point of view of probable future local government boundaries. These he affirmed must be 
larger than now in many areas, inevitably, as the impossibility of adequate service without 
adequate ‘‘ revenue areas” was obvious. The argument now is somewhat obvious, but it 
was well that it should have been emphasised with authority and eloquence. ‘There was, of 
course, much more in the address than this one major point, but that is the most solid impres- 
sion that remains. He was as aware as we are that“ library areas " ad hoc are unlikely and that 
when such library areas as we shall get are arranged they will be in conformity with general 
local government boundaries. One of the difficulties of English re-organization is the 
multiplication of new authorities and the new set-up of electricity, coal, and railways has yet 
to stand the test of practical experience. In all these demands for new library legislation, we 
cannot escape the fact that the outsider, and possibly the decider, cannot understand our 
desire to remain outside the administrative machinery of education. Our claim that libraries 
are necessary auxiliaries of all education, whatever else they may be, seems to them our 
admission that they are really part of that machinery. This, again, is a position quite well 
known to librarians. They will, however, need to strengthen their arguments considerably if 
they are to carry them, especially now that the formal education system claims to pervade 
every kind of life. 


* * * * 
This much was borne in upon those who heard Mr. David Harman deliver the first of the 
new (or newly revived) Library Association Annual Lectures. Some of those present may 
not have been acquainted with Mr. Harman’s admirable, indeed amost unique, platform 
manner, his deft phrase, sense of humour and suggestion of intimacy. He kept rigorously to 
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an approved script in what was material in his paper and obviously, as indeed he told us, the 
Ministry of Education gave him his brief in essentials. He clearly indicated that the Ministry 
felt libraries to be of importance, that the status and training of library workers and their 
recompense should be improved, and that there should be a central authority to advise them. 
Exactly how these things could be accomplished he did not say and the conclusions were given 
with truly ministerial reticence. He seemed to slide over the connexion, which however was 
obviously in his mind, of the relation to the Education Committee. He also thought that 
while something could be done for libraries through the Department, library legislation was 
not a near probability. These words are written before the publication of his speech but are 
the impressions that remain. 

We learn from The Library Association Record that a revision of its Examination syllabus 
is once more in progress. It is essential in a live profession that it adapts its trainees to new 
and increasingly complex circumstances. It is also to be supposed that in some particulars the 
existing syllabus was found wanting. Changes, however, should we think, be gradual and 
conservative rather than radical, because at whatever stage a new syllabus is introduced it 
must catch some students in the middle of preparation for the exams. on the existing one. 
They are not yet informed as to the extent of the revision, but we may assume that these 
considerations have not been overlooked and that the principle of gradualness in change will 
be observed. Further, although “ fixing the syllabus ” is, we also think, an impossibility, we 
should like to see a reasonable stability in it, so that students can see ahead what is required 


of them. 
The vote of congratulations recorded by the Council of the Library Association to Mr. 
Robert Alexander Peddie on the publication of the fourth volume of his Subject Index of Books 
. fo 1880, is a pleasant act of recognition which we hope the veteran bibliographer will 
appreciate as a recognition of great service to the book world. There are still in office a few 
well-known librarians who owe Peddie a debt for the remarkable lectures on national and sub- 
ject bibliography which he gave in the British Museum about forty years ago and his life since 
has been one of absorbed devotion to books. We hope it may long ¢ontinue. 


Our readers congratulate library Students and Mr. Bernard I. Palmer himself upon his 
appointment as Education Officer to the Library Association. We have already shown how 
great this organization of professional training has become and in Mr. Palmer we have an 
enthusiast who has had severe experience of education in librarianship. The Membership 
Officer appointed is Mr. D. D. Haslam who also comes with an excellent record. Our 
readers will wish them a long and fortunate service in their important new offices. 


In the progress of libraries we cannot help feeling some regret that Parliament is so 
choked with legislation that it seems unlikely a new Libraries Aét will get a real chance. One 
is overdue that will remove some of our disabilities, do what is possible to give equal library 
facilities and, above all, consolidate library law. It is ridiculous that so simple a matter of the 
public library should still be expressed confusedly in a dozen Aéts from 1850 to 1919 with 
modifications from other Aéts such as the Local Government Aé&t of 1933. An intelligent 
Student ought to be able to compass library law in a couple of hours and would if he had not 
to consult so many documents to discover the small kernels of fact that they disguise. These 
facts are brought out by Mr. Hewitt’s Primer of Library Law, the new edition of which we 
welcome. Probably for most of us the position of Scottish law is most irritating. The country 
which boasts its devotion to education and, indeed, has proved it in other ways now has the 
distinétion of being the only one in the British Isles to retain a rate limit, and a complex 
burgh and county intricacy in library management. The Scottish Office must have been pretty 
somnolent to allow both Northern Ireland and Eire to get ahead of it in December last 
when they removed their rate limit. Congestion of parliamentary business may be the excuse 
here, too, but the Scot can usually get anything he really wants. Obviously the Scottish Office 
is not yet convinced. 
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Reference Libraries* 


By H. HL G. Arruur, A.L.A. (Reference Librarian, Central Library, Blackpool) 
Tne reference library contains books which are for consultation in the library only, and are 
primarily books to provide information and not recreation. 

Some large reference libraries contain many hundreds of thousands of books and are 
continually adding books on every subject. Some libraries, usually under the control of various 
organizations and not local authorities, are devoted to special subjects, such as law, and add 
every book on that subject. Many libraries are limited by space and funds to adding only 
those books which it is thought will be useful to the population served. It is better to have 
10,000 useful books than 20,000, half of which are never used, and languish on the shelves 
taking up valuable space, collecting dust, and spoiling the appearance of the library. Inci- 
dentally the librarian should not allow the library to be made the dumping ground for out of 
date drab books, which readers no longer require on their own bookshelves, but are loath to 
throw away. 

The books in the reference library consist of several groups. There are the quick reference 
books, such as dictionaries and encyclopaedias, which are consulted for specific information 
but are not read through systematically. 

Then there are the books which will help to satisfy readers’ requirements, such as a 
request for illustrations of the costume of Queen Elizabeth’s reign, for an introduétion to 
astronomy or architecture, or for information on water divining, campanology, hydroponics, 
how to prune shrubs or make heétograph ink. Books for students, particularly standard 
works and highly scientific and technical treatises are also to be found. Some of these will be 
in the lending library as well, as they should be available both for home reading and for the 
reader who wants them immediately available when he has an hour to spare and needs to 
consult several books in conjunétion with each other. 

Valuable books are also to be found. Their value may be due to their age, or the faét 
that’‘they are out of print and scarce, or that they are expensive to buy. There are also books 
which are too large and heavy to be easily portable. 

The reference library also houses material other than in book form, such as lantern slides, 
prints and deeds. 

Many libraries make at least one special collection, the most usual being the local colleétion 
devoted to the literature of the locality. 

Local newspapers should be bound and preserved as they are often in demand to answer 
queries on local history. A set of The Times newspaper with the index is also very useful. 
Periodicals of a serious nature, which need quiet for their perusal and are not of general 
interest to those who frequent the reading room should also be available. Some of these, 
such as the Nasional Geographic, which is useful in answering such queries as a request for an 
illustration of a South African diamond mine, should be filed. 

Reference libraries are usually situated upstairs as it is quieter than downstairs. ‘The 
department needs to be quiet for prolonged study, and as far as possible readers should be 
made comfortable. ‘There should be enough room at each table for them to spread out their 
books away from the distraétion of other readers. Good ventilation, heating and lighting 
are necessary both for the comfort of the readers and the well-being of the books. 

Books should be available to the reader without formality as far as possible, except in the 
case of those which are of value, and which should not be kept on the open shelves. The 
filling in of forms should be cut down to a minimum. Someone wishing to consult Who’s 
Who for a few minutes would find it very irksome to have to fill in a form in order to do so, 
while no one should objeét to filling in a form for a valuable book. 

In theory no book should be loaned from the reference library. Readers expect every 
book in the catalogue to be available for immediate consultation. In practice, however, 
certain books can be loaned. Quick reference books should always be available, and valuable 
books should not be loaned, but highly scientific treatises which are not in everyday use can 


* An introduction to reference libraries : an elementary paper on reference libraries read to the Blackpool 
Staff Guild, Tuesday, May 4th, 1948, at 7.30 p.m. 
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be loaned to bona fide readers for a specified period, provided that they will be returned at 
once if required by other readers. Regular students may also be allowed to borrow books for 
the week-end and for an evening at closing time at the discretion of the staff, provided that 
they are returned at opening time. Books may also be unavailable because they are in the 
process of being rebound or are on loan to another library system. 

The books should as far as possible be arranged in classified order, so that books on the 
same subject are shelved together. The Dewey classification scheme is the one most used both 
in England and America. The average American is more library conscious than his English 
counterpart, and knows how his library is classified. This was apparent during the war when 
\merican soldiers stationed in England and using our libraries enquired upon entering 
whether the Dewey scheme was in use, and on being told that it was, replied that in that 
case they needed no further assistance in finding their way about. 

In arranging the books on the shelves however, there is the problem of the sizes of books. 
Three sequences are necessary for o¢tavos, quartos, and folios. These are usually arranged in 
three approximately parallel sequences, thus placing books on the same subject but of different 
sizes as close together as pe »ssible. 

Quick reference books, such as year books and directories, are usually more conveniently 
placed near the door where casual readers wandering in search of them can easily find them, 
and all who wish to consult them can do so without disturbing the rest of the room. 

In America the need to help readers is more recognized than in England. Many readers 
are unskilled in the use of books and need assistance. Such a reader who wants to know how 
much a certain vicar’s stipend is, when provided with Crockford’s Clerical Directory and left 
to himself will waste a great deal of time pondering over it, and then will either go out 
unsatisfied or will bring the book to the assistant to have it elucidated. 

Readers are often shy of Stating their requirements and word them badly and mumble. 
It is the task of the Staff to talk to them and find out exactly what they want, not merely to 
provide them with unsuitable or inadequate material and let them go away feeling disatisfied 
and thinking they never obtain what they want from a public library. 

\n amusing story in this connection is of a person who went into a reference library 
and shyly mumbled something to the assistant who went away, and returned after a few 
minutes and placed several books on Botticelli before the reader, but what the reader actually 
required was to know how to bottle the cherries growing on the tree in her garden. 

\ good general knowledge is necessary to know what the reader is talking about. If a 
reader wants to know the various uses of sphagnum it gives him confidence in the assistant 
and in the library service if the assistant knows that sphagnum is a moss. 

The staff must know the contents of the books, particularly the quick reference books. 
They must know what information they can expeét to find in Whitaker’s Almanac, in Keesing’s 
Contemporary Archives, and in the Stock Exchange Year Book. If a student wants some 
assistance in writing an essay on Winter the assistant must know that the Oxford English 
Dictionary will provide him with a definition, derivation, and examples of its usage in literature 
from its earliest known occurrence. 

The assistant does not need to know the answers to enquiries offhand. Indeed if he does 
happen to know the required answer it must be corroborated in print. He does not need to 
know the population of Manchester, but he does need to know where to find it without 
referring to a dozen books before producing it. 

Some enquiries, such as who are the Members of Parliament for Birmingham or what 
is the size of a tennis court cah be answered at once from Whitaker’s Almanac and from the 
Encyclopaedia Britannica respectively. Other queries require prolonged research, so it is 
necessary to make a note of the particulars required, together with the name of the reader and 
the time at which he will call again. A reader may, for instance, be writing a life of Nelson, 
and in the first instance requires all the material in the library on Nelson to be assembled. 
This includes biographies, history books, naval histories, encyclopaedia articles, the seétion 
in the Dictionary of National Biography, the Annual Register, and periodical articles. The 
reader may ask for a bibliography to be prepared so that he can see what books there are 
on the subject, some of which he will request be obtained for him through the National 
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Central Library. He may then want some contemporary account of how the populace received 
the news of the victory of Trafalgar, and the national and local newspapers of 1805 give an 
account of this. Then there may be a report that Nelson spent a few days in the locality at some 
time, and information is wanted on this point. The local papers and material in the local 
colleétion need to be checked for this. 

There is however, a certain type of query where knowing the answer saves a great deal of 
time which is otherwise spent searching. An example of this is a telephone enquiry asking 
for the full quotation beginning ** If a man make a better something or other.” If the assistant 
knows the answer he can check it up in the quotation books at once. If he does not, he can 
spend hours looking for it, and will find it only by chance, because although it is given in many 
quotation books none of them give it under the heading ‘‘ Man.” The full quotation reads : 
‘Ifa man write a better book, preach a better sermon, or build a better mousetrap than his 
neighbour, though he builds his house in the woods, the world will make a beaten path to his 
door.” This was said by Emerson, and the answer was eventually arrived at by checking the 
quotation books under likely headings until it was found in Stevenson’s Book of Quotations 
indexed under the heading ‘‘ Fame.” It is indexed in the Oxford Book of Quotations under 
the heading ‘* Mousetrap.” 

Telephone enquiries should always be dealt with as promptly as possible. The assistant 
should always answer the telephone with a pencil and paper within reach as it appears very 
inefficient to keep the enquirer waiting while one is obtained, and should make a note of the 
information required, the telephone number and the name of the enquirer, and promise to ring 
back. The name as well as the number is necessary because in ringing back it is awkward if 
the assistant obtains a wrong number or if the number happens to be a business one and there 
are many people in the building, and the assistant does not know for whom to ask. 

An index of all interesting queries should be kept with a note of their source, as the same 
enquiry may be made again, and much time is saved. A few of the most interesting and 
representative queries are also often included in the annual report. 

In order to deal with these enquiries satisfactorily a good catalogue is necessary to show 
the complete resources of the library. Without it the assistant could not be sure that he had 
amassed all the material on Nelson. Without it he would not know that a book on fruit 
growing by Raymond Bush contains three chapters on wine-making, which may be the very 
book to satisfy a reader who wants something up to date on the subject. 

Reference work consists of assisting readers in their search for information on various 
subjects so that they leave the library feeling satisfied. 


What is Your Transfer Fee ? 

By A. G. S. Enser (Swansea Public Libraries) 
IN a recent article, Dr. Savage pleaded for a professional association and with his usual aplomb, 
caused eyebrows to lift, tongues to wag and generally inferred that that which had been 
regarded as sacred was now profane. It is upon reflection of Dr. Savage’s words, combined 
with general conditions today, particularly in the sporting sphere, that I am led to advance a 
plea for a transfer fee system to be applied to public librarianship. 

Can it be that councils, from parochial to municipal, would fail to be intrigued with the 
adoption of bidding for our services instead of the present unsatisfactory scheme of advertise 
ment, requesting applications together with details of age, education, experience and not 
forgetting the usually fatuous not more than three recent testimonials. 

Such a radical departure as suggested from present procedure would, of course, rouse the 
die-hards and even questions in Parliament could be expected, but all revolutionary changes 
have encountered the pessimists and the unbelievers. 

The waste of time involved in filling positions under the present system is well-known and 
indisputable. We are all aware of the amount of time taken to complete an application, 
together with its appendages, those testimonials—and how aggravating these can be both to 
donor and receiver. Then, the sorting out to be done at the advertiser’s end when applications 
cover the same ground, testimonials, which obviously only reveal the supposedly good points 
of an applicant (usually flattering to deceive !),and more important still, applicants remaining 
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totally unknown in the majority of cases. Thus, the choice for the favoured few to comprise 
the short-list is often based on unessentials, and more than one authority has been disappointed, 
subsequently, by its appointments based on this method. 

The short-list interview is itself so frequently a waste of time and money since, (a) The 
choice for the vacant position may have already been decided and only a pseudo-interview is 
taking place, (b) the official the advertiser wants to appoint may put forward conditions of 
acceptance unable to be met, ¢.g., housing accommodation to be provided, (c) application 
ideals on paper have a habit of falling short of requirements when seen in the flesh, and (d) 
even after selection, the one chosen for the vacancy may either fail a medical examination or 
accept the offer of a better post in the time lag between the interview and the date set for the 
commencement of duties. 

Has the proposed transfer-fee system then, advantages far outweighing the disadvantages 
Stated above ¢ Once the novel aspeét of the newly propounded idea has given way to reflective 
examination, it is thought that the answer must be in the affirmative. [f each council was to bid 
openly for their appointments-vacant, perhaps then would be seen, firstly, those councils who 
want the best officials and are prepared to pay the price, secondly, the onus of application being 
borne by councils instead of by officers, thirdly, councils, in danger of losing first-rate officials, 
more tractable concerning the financial rewards appertaining to distinguished public service, 
fourthly, the spirit of competition between librarians enhanced and invigorated by the market 
value of our professional members being duly published, and lastly, the ending of the safe-job 
attitude. 

How would such a system work ? Initially, each council would appoint a Selection 
Committee from its Chairmen of Committees and Chief Officials, whose function it would be 
to select for, bid for and to appoint to any vacant professional post under that particular 
authority. This Committee would have power to delegate to a sub-committee its functions so 
that, for example, in the case of filling a library post, the Selection Committee would appoint 
a sub-committee comprising two or three councillors, one of which would be the Chairman of 
the Libraries Committee, together with the Chief Librarian, unless the post to be filled was that 
of Chief Librarian. This sub-committee, acting on professional advice as well as their cumula- 
tive knowledge, would determine whom they wished to appoint. The next step would be to 
approach the Selection Committee of the council employing the officer desired, to enquire the 
fee demanded for transfer. Once this had been satisfactorily settled, the officer concerned 
would be approached, for his consent to the transfer to be obtained. It is at this Stage that the 
officer could do his own bargaining before agreeing to be transferred, e.g., stipulating that 
housing accommodation is to be provided, furniture removal expenses to be paid, salary, 
and so on, 

All the above having now been agreed, the transfer fee would then be paid over to the 
selling council and utilized either to help build up the council’s transfer-fee fund or to 
subsidize the rates (council treasurers would particularly welcome this addition to a council’s 
income !). Naturally, a percentage of the transfer fee would be paid to the official transferred, 
together with an agreed signing on fee. 

Conjointly, a retaining list would be operated also, so that a council not wishing to 
continue with the services of an official at the end of the financial year would not re-engage 
him, and either place him on the open-to-transfer list, or give him a free /ransfer. 

Compare this practical and modern method with that endured under the National Charter ! 

Can there be any doubt but that such a system would, at least, revitalize Local Government 
Service and particularly thereof the Public Libraries Departments - 

One can imagine the following headlines : 

Signs On Famous Liprartan For Recorp 
TRANSFER Fer” 
or 
“INTERNATIONAL LipraARtAN Asks FoR TRANSFER, SAYs He Is Nor Happy av MANMINSTER 
AND Has Dirrerences Commrrrer,” 


or even 
* Pontic Prores: Meevinc CALLED Ar LiverHamM AGAINSY Proposep TRANSFER OF CLEVER 
REFERENCE LIBRARIAN,” 
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Again, included in the income items of Little Muddle-in-the-Heights, one might see :— 


TRANSFER FEES—OPFFICIALS £20,000 
or in the debit items :— 


Are you convinced now ? At least, the individual transfer-fee figures set against our 
names would shake some of us, especially if they were published with the usual information in 
the list of members in the Library Association Year Book, viz. :— 


1934 ‘Tops, I. B., Chief Librarian, Manminster. F 1938 NW A_ £17,000 
1946 Possipie, R. U., Assistant, Upper Muddle Lib, SE A fio 


Letters on Our Affairs 


Dear ZENODOTUS, A SKILLED Jos 


Perhaps one of the most useful reaffirmations made in the President’s address at Scar- 
borough was his assertion that ‘‘ book-selection is a skilled job, one that cannot be done in 
half-an-hour by a library committee.” It drew me up with a jerk. 1 mused—-yes, | do some- 
times——is there still anywhere a committee which imagines it does book-seleé&tion ?. Obviously, 
at the moment, any such work by a committee is impossible. Just picture your own committee 
sitting round a table, considering your suggestions. That point first: they would be your 
suggestions, because in a long acquaintance with so-called book-committees I never knew one 
that itself made suggestions or even thought it was capable of making them; its business is 
elimination ; it wants to be convinced of the need for, etc. The librarian—you—may have 
theories connected with inducing the public to read in suitable, and possibly hitherto negleéted, 
fields. If that is so, you may be able to persuade the committee to listen while you explain 
why and how you would do this. But, alas, of late there has been so much congestion in 
every type of committee work that, while members still ask questions, they want answers 
of the yes and no kind and have neither time nor patience for dissertations on public 
uplift. ‘* Public uplift,”’—how little do we hear of that phrase now! There was a 
time when it was on the pen of every educator. Now none use it, possibly because word- 
fashions are as transient as any other; possibly because our disillusionment has been so 
completed by the Second World War that hardly anyone alive believes the world can be 
lifted to any permanent level of sanity. That aside is one that I could not resist in spite of its 
Staleness. To return to our books’ committee. Briefly if we wait for committees to follow 
their slow labyrinthine course of approval and rejection, by the time the list has been made, 
copied and considered, the books have vanished from the market. That is fortunately realized 
by most committees and—perhaps with a sigh of relief; who knows ?—they content them- 
selves with a report on what the librarian has purchased. That gives them the opportunity 
they need for questions. Where the proceedings are open to the Press advantage is sometimes 
taken of that dangerous opportunity. Most are too wise to take it ; they know the snares into 
which such questions may land them. They would be the more chary of them, or of any 
radical meddling in the matter if they read the President’s few ‘* requirements ” of a book- 
selector ; /.¢., knowledge of existing stock, of the public need, of the publishing trade and the 
methods of booksellers, of bibliographical tools, of specialist literary knowledge, and, most 
difficult of all now-a-days, an efficient ‘‘ approval service” by which the staff can test and 
compare new books. There is just the point that if the librarian who buys about one-hundred 
pounds’ worth of books annually were to parade this set of principles to his committee its 
members would probably gibber inarticulately and desire another kind of librarian, but, even 
to such a committee the principles can be enunciated by tactful degrees. The large library 
still has a books’ committee in some cases but it does not concern itself with ordinary stock 
additions and maintenance, except where questions of policy are involved. It is a useful body 
to have when principles of ethics and of the acquiring of very expensive and rare items are 
concerned, but for choosing the ordinary run of books it depends wisely upon the staff. 
Moreover, in a large library, as Mr. Nowell’s principles indicate, the seleétion must be made by 
a corps of librarians ; no one man could possibly undertake it. 
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INDIVIDUALITY PREFERRED 

In this connexion, too, the President rather slighted the seleé& all-library and all-purpose 
lists which are issued by a central authority ; he preferred to see book-seleétion “ geared to the 
known needs of a locality.” He is right; the very heart of the art of selection is to produce 
the right book for the right person at the right moment. We learned that in youth. The 
remarkable fact, which the regional systems have revealed, is the manner in which book 
Stocks vary when they appear to have been selected for almost identical kinds of town—the 
London suburbs for example. Obvious books are missing very often. It is therefore advisable 
that a Standard for reference should be available somewhere. The Library Association is the 
obvious somewhere. And tnis standard should be for reference, for checking purposes only. 


It seems unlikely that the modern librarian will himself spend the years in reading literary ° 


history and the books about which it writes, to enable him to gain that cinematographic view 
of the whole of literature which the classic librarians possessed. What he needs is some 
list which in a few minutes may tell him if a vital work is missing from his stock. That is all ; 
the rest of his library he must build to the needs of his people which he can discover only by a 
Study of those people at close quarters. 
‘* Have all libraries even 
THe Necessary BIBLiIoGRAPHICAL TOOLs. 

Why, many of them do not provide the text-books prescribed for our professional examina- 
tions.” This was a strong dose to give a thousand librarians to consider in the presence of 
their committee representatives. You and I have urged what the President now so forcibly drives 
home. [I doubt, even with that authority, it will reach the target ; one, because the defaulters 
never read any library literature—and possibly anything else—that matters and won't be 
moved by your words and mine; and, two, because, even in the very conference in which 
these words were uttered, an almost amateur attack was made on text-books, and particularly 
on one firm which provided them when no one else would take the risk, which was heard with 
ureat complacency by many. The attack showed a complete innocence of the costs of modern 
day publishing, which have some relation to demand and supply. But that is another matter. 
The point is that so many librarians are unkind to their staffs in this wav and therefore 
“ gey ill birds” for their own profession. 

My space is over-run. | am sorry, as there is so much [ wanted to say to you. Especially 
would | have liked to talk with you at the Conference (which you could not attend) and to have 
persuaded you to join with me in writing a letter to someone else about the proceedings. 
Hlow much better it would have been than this poor substitute for our letters of old ! 

Vale ! 
E.RATOSTHENES. 


We do not hold ourselves responsible for the opinions of the writers of  Levvers ON Our AFFAIRS.” 
k:dttor, True Linrary Worn. 


Four Year Goals 


Tue American Library Association has entered its 72nd year of service to the advancement of 
Libraries and Librarianship in the firm belief that the critical problems of the day demand a 
redirection of the services of every library. To help achieve this redirection, the American 
Library Association has developed a programme of attion termed the “* Four Year Goals,” 
to be attained in whole or large measure by 1951, the 75th anniversary of the Association, 
This programme recognises that the critical problems facing the American people today have 
placed a heavy responsibility upon their libraries. They and other agencies must now put 
major emphasis on spreading information and stimulating citizen action upon the solution of 
these problems. Ten thousand libraries and 40,000 librarians are devoted to this work. 


Fiftieth Anniversary of the Library World 


Wr have pleasure in informing our readers that we are hoping to increase the size of Tur 
Liwraky Wor p and to add many new features in the volume commencing with the July issue. 
Special sections will deal with University Libraries, County Libraries and Foreign Libraries. 
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new Microfilm Reader 


The ‘Kodak’ Library Reader 
Model A.H. gives maximum reading 
area (18 inches square) for mini- hy 
mum size of apparatus. 

It ensures clear and easy reading : 
of the whole or any part of a micro- 


film ‘frame’ up to 1” x14", on stand- 
ard perforated 35 mm. safety film. | = : 
By means of a scanning device | + a 
the screen image can be moved up ] ie ae 
or down or from side to side. This ie ‘i 
facility is particularly useful when | tf 
unperforated film carrying larger 
‘frames’ up to x is being 
viewed. 
A built-in magnifying glass can be 
brought into position at eye level, i = : 
enabling any part of the picture to 3 


be magnified by 50%. 


Descriptive leaflet on request. 


Recordak Division of KODAK Limited 


DEPARTMENT 103, ADELAIDE HOUSE, LONDON BRIDGE, LONDON, E.C.4. Tel.: MANsion House 9936 
and at 11, PETER STREET, MANCHESTER, 2. Tel.: BLAckfriars 8918 
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Personal News 


Mr. Sidney W. Anderson, F.L.A., Deputy 
Borough Librarian, Beckenham Public 
Libraries, has been appointed Chief Librarian, 
Carshalton Public Library. 


Topicalities 
Received from the Libraries 


BRIDLINGTON : Ga/eway, May, 1948. 
Contains an Article by The Rev. ]. S. Purvis on 
Bridlington goo Years Ago.” BRISTOL: 
Population, A Select Reading List, and Books— 
Information Service, by James Ross. 
CHESTERFIELD: New Books, May, 1948. 
COVENTRY: The Bookshelf, May, 1948. 
CROYDON : Reader's Index and Guide, April- 
June, 1948, and A Booklist on the Ballet prepared 
in connection with a Lunch Time Concert 
held at the Civic Hall entitled ‘‘ Ballet for Two.” 
The Concert was arranged with the assistance 
of the Arts Council and copies of the booklist 
are obtainable at the Library. DURHAM 
COUNTY (Billingham Branch) : Library 
News. New accommodation is being sought 
for Haverton Hill Branch. HALIFAX: The 
Halifax Reader, April, 1948. Forecast of The 
Next Hundred Years of the Library. HORN- 
SEY : Books of the Month, May, 1948. ISLING- 
TON: Fact and Fiction, Books on China, 
Negroes, Doétors, Russia, The Sea, America, 
and Bulletin, April, 1948. LEICESTER : 
Library Bulletin. April, 1948. Notes on Local 
Colleétions. LINCOLN: The Month's New 
Books, April, 1948. MITCHAM: News Letter 
fo Schools, Sammer, 1948. NEWCASTLE- 
UPON-TYNE: Democracy, Select Reading 
List, May, 1948. NORWICH: Readers’ 
Guide, April-June, 1948. PADDINGTON : 
New Books, May, 1948. PORTSMOUTH: 
Che Portsmouth Reader, April, 1948. READING: 
Booklist, May, 1948, and The Home, May, 1948. 
SHREWSBURY : Qwarterly Bulletin, Spring, 
1948, Notes on the Reference Library. 
SOUTHPORT : Quwuarter/y Bulletin, 1948. ST. 
PANCRAS: Journal, April, 1948. Holiday 
Haunts. SUNDERLAND recently held an 
Exhibition of the Sunderland Photographic 


\ssociation, 1888-1948. SWINDON: Com- 
ment, May, 1948. WARRINGTON: Book 
News Library Centenary, 1848-1948. April, 


1948 WILLESDEN : New Books, May, 1948. 
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Library Reports 
By Herserr C. SAWTELLE 
(Bermondsey Public Libraries) 
CIRENCESTER.—The Work of the Year 1947. 
Librarian, G. P. Jackson, A.L.A. Popula- 
tion (est.) 12,000. ‘Total Stock, 23,084. 
Additions, 2,123. Withdrawals, 1,445. Total 
Issues, 128,477. ‘Tickets in use, 4,284. 

The annual decline in circulation experienced since 
1941-2, has at last been arrested and an increase ts 
reported in the year here reviewed. During the war 
years many service personnel, camped in the district, 
availed themselves of the privilege of borrowing, and 
since their departure their loss has been more than com 
pensated by the increased use made of the library by 
the resident population. The number of volumes added 
to Stock is a record for any one year. <A priceless local 
work was on exhibition during the year and created 
considerable interest. 


Darwen.—s8th Annual Report, 1947. 
Borough Librarian, Arnold Holden, F.L.A. 


Population (est.), 30,500. Total Stock, 
37,952. Additions, 2,086. Withdrawals, 
3,997. Total Issues, 311,700. Borrowers, 


10,299. Delivery Stations, 4. 

The closing at the end of March of one of the 
Delivery Stations, together with a decline in circulation 
of fi€tion from the Central Library, were the main causes 
of the decrease in the vear’s issues. The Junior and 
Reference Libraries both showed increased use, as also 
did two of the Delivery Stations. 2,307 more non- 
fictional works were issued than in the previous year 
from, the adult lending department. 


oF Wicur Country Annual 
Report. County Librarian, F. S. Green, M.A., 
F.L.A. Population (est.), 69,790. Total 
Stock (eSt.), 92,469. Additions, 11,450. 
Total Issues, 649,866. Branches, 7. Centres, 
73. Borrowers, 23,810. Expenditure, 
£11,625. 

The Library was opened in 1904, endowed by the 
late Sir Charles Seely, and claims to be the oldest County 
Library with a continuous existence. Book circulation 
last year showed an increase of 67,000 compared with 
the vear previous. Nearly goo books were lent to 


prisoners undertaking various courses of Study at 
H.M. Prison, Parkhurst. 


Kent County.—Report covering 1939-1947. 
County Librarian, Miss F. R. E. Davies. 
Population (est.), 688,130. Total Stock, 
635,840. Total Issues, 4,003,848. Branches 
and Centres, 376. Borrowers, 194,845. 

Miss A. S. Cooke, who as County Librarian 
organized the Library in 1921, resigned in 1943. Book 
circulation steadily increased during the war years, but 
has fallen off during the past three years. The number 
of readers now registered is a record. Books are pro- 
vided for residents at hostels of the Women’s Land 
Army, Youth Clubs, etc. Centres are to be established 
in prisons and Borstal Institutions, 
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NOW READY 


SUBJECT INDEX of BOOKS 


Published up to and including 1880 
New Series 


R. A. PEDDIE 


Mr. Peddie, by his un$tinted and singlehanded labour and his patient research, has earned 
the gratitude of bibliographers and librarians the world over.”’—Library Association Council. 


LIMITED EDITION, ROYAL 8vo, CLOTH, MOROCCO BACK £12-12-0 Nerv 


GRAFTON & CO. 


MANAGER ILLENDEN. 


119-125 CHARING CROSS 


LONDON WC2 
Gerrard 5660 (16 lines ) 


LUTTERWORTH PRESS 


Forthcoming titles 


Christianity Today 
Edited by HENRY SMITH LEIPER 
With a foreword by The Archbishop of Canterbury 
A survey of the state of the churches of the 
world sponsored by the American Committee 
for the World Council of Churches. 
Demy 8vo. 468 pp. 25s. net. 


The Christian Understanding 
of History 
E. C. RUST 
An able exposition of the Christian philosophy 
of history worked out in relation to the philo- 
sophies of Croce, Gentile and others. 
Demy 8vo. 288 pp., including index. 17s. 6d. 


LUTTERWORTH PRESS 
4-12 Halliwick Court Parade, London, N.12 
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Rocupate.—76th Annual Report. Chief 
Librarian and Curator, C. Stott. Population 
(eSt.), 87,500. Rate, 4.65d. Income from 
Rate, £12,875. Total Stock, 91,762. 
Additions, 7,751. Withdrawals, 4,569. 
Total Issues, 710,035. Tickets in use 23,505. 
Branches, 6. Delivery Stations, 3. 

Stocks and records otf the Branch and School 
Libraries were checked during the year, and a general 
exchange of books effected. With the exception of the 
Central Lending and Reference Libraries, all depart 
ments of the service showed decreased issues when com 
pared with the previous year. The Food Control Com- 
mittee Still occupy the Museum Rooms in spite of all 
eflorts to have them returned to their legitimate purpose. 
Wersr Sussex County—Annual Report, 1946- 

1947. County Librarian, H. K. Gordon 
Bearman. Population, 212.310. Total Stock, 
136,984. ‘Total Issues, 1,224,251. Service 
Points, 325. Borrowers, 51,719. 

Total number of readers has increased, but issucs 
were very slightly below last year’s total. This was 
probably owing to the reduétion in the number of 
service points. 


A Library Association 
Resolution 


Mr. R. A. Peddie has received the following 
letter trom the Secretary of the Library 
\ssociation :— 

Dear Mr. Peddie.—I have great pleasure in 
sending to you the following resolution which 
was passed unanimously by my Council at its 
meeting last week. 

The Council of the Library Association 

desires to put on record its congratulations 

and thanks to Robert Alexander Peddie on 
the completion of the fourth series of his 

Subject Index of Books published up to and 

including 1880, as a supplement to the Subject 

Index of the Modern Works added to the Library 

of the British Museum which began in 1881 

under the direétion of G. K. Fortescue, a 

former President of the Association, the four 

series of this bibliography index 200,000 

volumes by subject, and Mr. Peddie, by his 

unstinted and singlehanded labour and his 

patient research, has earned the gratitude of 

bibliographers and librarians the world over. 

Yours sincerely, 
P. S. |. WeLsrorp, 

Secretary. 

We add Mr. Peddie’s reply :— 

Dear Mr. Welsford.—I have received with 


much pleasure the resolution passed by the 
Council of the Library Association in which 
they express their congratulations and thanks 


on the completion of the Four Series of my 
Subje&t Index of Books up to and including 
1880. This recognition of the importance of 
my bibliographical work, coming as it does, 
from the professional organisation of librarians, 
is of the utmost value and | appreciate it 
accordingly. 
Faithfully yours, 
R. A. Proptr. 


Book Selection Guide 


A Descriptive List of Books 
of Interest to Librarians 
PROFESSIONAL 
LozaNo (Luis Floren) Bibliografia de la 
Bibliografia Dominicana. 

\n addition to the bibliographies of bibliographies 
relating to particular countries. The Republic of 
Santo Domingo is one of the smaller Latin-American 
republics and it is interesting to find that the Direétor 
of the Library of the University has found and registered 
no less than 230 items dealing with its Bibliography. 
Vas (George F.) and Snarru (Stanley) Bygone 

Bethnal Green. Handbook to an Exhibition 
held at the Bethnal Green Central Library, 
May 2oth to June 12th, 1948. Foreword by 
Councillor Geo. R. H. Hemsley. Metro- 
politan Borough of Bethnal Green. 6d. net. 

\ tribute to the borough describing its history from 
the time of the Romans to date, and foreshadowing its 
revival after the disaster of the war when so much was 
demolished. The handbook is intended to stimulate 
the interest in the Local Colleétion. 


GENERAL 


BaGiey (Wm. A.) Metalcraft. Tllus. Vawser 


and Wiles. 2s. 6d. net. 

This is a comprehensive account of elementary 
metal-work showing how easy it is to create something 
worthwhile with the use of a few tools. Methods are 
simply explained and well illustrated. To those with a 
taSte for it metalcraft should prove an ideal hobby. 


Bearpwoop (Elsie) Creative Methods of 


Teaching the Toddlers. 
Matson. 7s. 6d. net. 

\ useful little hand-book for parents, in which the 
best manner of inculcating ideas into the heads of the 
five-year-olds and thereabouts are ably described. 
Reading, spelling, arithmetic, drill, telling the time, 
days of the week and such like everyday events are 
viven their turn. A chapter on manners and respect 
for older people might well have been introduced, to 
Start the youngsters on their journey through life. 
BriGurweE t (L. R.) Sea-Shore Life of Britain. 

Illus., some coloured. Batsford. 12s. 6d. 


net. 

There is romance and colour for all who enjoy 
exploring the sea-shore. ‘There are many reproduétions 
of photographs and drawings which help to illustrate 
the creatures described in the text. 
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CUNNINGTON (C, Willett) ‘The Perfect Lady. 
Coloured illus. Parrish. 10s. 6d. net. 

\ fascinating book for women which describes the 
modes from 1815 to 1914, piétured in 16 coloured 
reproduétions most artistically printed. Eight sections 
show the main divergations during the period indicated. 
From poke bonnets, crinolines, bustles, leg-of-mutton 
sleeves, and the foundation undies of the day (which were 
very different from those now in use), the gay pageant 
moves on. Feminine readers will hope that the sensible 
Style, which does not preclude the hopping onto a bus 
as it Starts, is not about to be eclipsed by the threatening 
danger of the “ new-look,”’ which at this date appears 
to have something pre-historic about it. 

De Lys (Claudia) A Treasury of American 
Superstitions. New York. Philosophical 
Library. $5.00. 

\ll the curious beliefs and superstitions current in 
\merica will be found described here together with 
illustrations from other folklores. And _ people 
will avoid walking under ladders and will consider 
night air dangerous to point out two of the hundreds 
of superstitions still in vogue. 

Drewes (Simon) Temple Bar Tapestry.  [llus. 
Rich and Cowan. 16s. od. net. 

The author had a companion in his wanderings 
through the Temple Bar distriét, one Sergeant George 
Ribbett from Los Angeles. Many historical and 
traditional spots were visited, such as ‘The Devil Tavern, 
the Old Cock ‘Tavern, Crane Court, Gough Square, 
Kit-Cat Club, etc., with literary associations. The 
\merican view of the general happenings and sights as 
expressed by George makes the itinerary a thing of joy 
and Mr. Dewes has written a most entertaining and 
enlightening history of the locality. 

Dramonp (William) Czechoslovakia, between 
East and West. London Institute of World 
Affairs. 12s. 6d. net. 

\ll eyes have been focussed recently on the small 
go-ahead country which has recently fallen under the 
_ spell of Communism. The author has given a careful 
survey of the political struggles which have led to this 
culmination, and not only those interested in the special 
geographical location with which it deals, but also with 
the larger question of the penetration of Russian ideas, 
will do well to study his work. 
DirinGer (David) The Alphabet. A Key to 

the History of Mankind. Foreword by Sir 
Ellis Minns. [llus. Hutchinson. {2 1os. net. 

The author has given in this volume a general 
‘Study of the art of writing ranging from mnemonic 
devices and symbolic means of communication through 
picture writing, ideographic writing and hicroglyphics 
to phonetic writing and the alphabet. The subjeét has 
not been dealt with at the same length for a considerable 
number of years and this work can be recommended 
to all libraries not only for their reference colleétion, 
but being eminently readable, tor their lending depart 
ments also, 

Hatiows (R. W.) Television simply explained. 
Foreword by Commander A. B. Campbell. 
lus. Chapman & Hall. 9s. 6d. net. 

Television is not exaétly in its infancy, it started 
before 1936, but since then its development has been 
arrested by war conditions. Now it is going ahead but 
there remains a vast ficld of research before perfeétion is 
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EDINBURGH COLLEGE OF ART. 


Applications are invited for che appointment of 
librarian on the teaching staff of the College. Candi- 
dates should be University Graduates and a good 
Honours Degree is expected though not essential. 
Recognised competence in the History of Art and the 
possession of a professional Diploma or experience in 
librarianship will be additional qualifications. 

Salary Scale £350-£500 per annum. 
Forms of application may be had from the Registrar and 
Secretary, College of Art, Edinburgh 3, and applications 
should be in his hands not later than |5Sth July. 
2nd June, 1948. 


reached and this comparatively simple and concise 
volume will do n.uch to cnlighten the lay mind as to the 
technicalities and future possibilities of the art. From 
the early days of Nipkow to date seems a long stride 
in the transmission of pi¢tures but progress in the 
future is bound to be effective. The diagrams and other 
illustrations, for the most part bound at the end of the 
text, add considerably to an understanding of methods, 


Harrison (Reginald) All About Sketching. 
Illus. Vawser & Wiles. 2s. 6d. net. 

The author explains in a simple way how to Start 
black-and-white sketching. The pleasure that the 
beginner will obtain from this kind of work will amply 
repay him. With praétice and patience he can become 
an adept and he will tind the illustrations very helpful 
as a guide. 

KinG (A. Hyatt) Chamber Music. With 7 
plates in colour and 33 black-and-white 


illus. Parrish. 6s. od. net. 

In these days of machine-made music pervading the 
air and the houses from every quarter, it is indeed 
refreshing to look back on the days when “ the music 
of friends "’ charmed the cars of those who were content 
to enjoy jife in its more Icisurely and less speedy aspeéts. 
Mr. King has produced a book which describes these 
joys historically. Early in history, he tells us, a charac 
teristic of chamber music, so-called, was “ the playing 
of the individual parts by a single instrument.” The 
smallest number of parts in a chamber work is two, the 
largest in recent times rarely exceeds ten. Real chamber 
music is one of the most satisfying and uplifting pursuits 
which civilisation has produced. For cultured music- 
lovers here is a book which will delight and cdity. 
The grace and charm of the subjeét are shown in the 
beautiful accompanying illustrations. 
Rawson (Geoffrey) Australia. 

& Windus. 12s. 6d. net. 

The author has given a short history of the 
\ustralian Continent from the date of the first settle 
ment and then fully describes Australian life from every 
point of view, geography, climate, industries, agri 
culture, politics and so forth. ‘ Australia as she is 
to-day " is his slogan and he has produced a book which 
will be valuable to those intending to immiyrate. 
ReyNoups (Clifton) Autobiography. Frontis. 

The Bodley Head. tos. 6d. net. 

The author of the “ Glory Hill Farm " books, gives 
us yet another enjoyable book. A story of an exciting 
life full of incident, told with the good humour for 
which the author is noted. 
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Illus. Col. 


RovGers (John) English Rivers. 
18s. od. net. 


frontis. and others. Batsford. 
According to Mr. Rodyers, our beautiful rivers 
have been somewhat negleéted from the literary point 
of view. There are guidebooks and fishing books, but 
tew which describe them from the purely picturesque 
view and he has proceeded to fill the want. 
Without water no landscape is complete, and the 
romantic names of the Thames, the Mersey or the 
lyne, to mention but a few of the well-known ones, 
form but a background to the many streams and brooks 
which grace our countryside. There are practical 
details here too, the control and administrations of the 
rivers to say nothing of their industrial importance and 
their trathe possibilities. The bibliography ts com 
paratively short. The book jacket which is reproduced 
trom a water colour by Peter Browne, is in itself a work 
of art, 


point of 


Ror (F. Gordon) Sea Painters of Britain. 
From Van de Velde to Turner. Illus., some 
coloured. F. Lewis. {75 5s. od. net. 

British Sea Painting has been yvreatly influenced by 
the Dutch School. Indeed, it can be said, though there 
are a few paintings disclaiming this Statement, that it was 
founded by the arrival of the de Veldes, father and son, 
in England, who came on the invitation of King Charles 
Il about 1672. One of their most interesting native 
followers was Peter Monamy, who enjoyed great 
popularity as a sea painter, though this did not prevent 
him from dying in poverty. The next generation saw 
the promise of Charles Brooking whose talent was cut 
short by tuberculosis and poverty. Finally we come to 
that master, who greatly influenced impressionism, 
Joseph Mallord William Turner, who did some of his 
best work in sea paintings. ‘This history is illustrated 
by 40 tine plates, 8 of which are coloured. ‘The edition 
is limited and is printed on English hand-made paper. 


SCHOENBERG (Arnold) Theory of , Harmony. 
Harmonielehre. [lus. Translated by Robert 
D. W. Adams. New York. Philosophical 
Library. $7.50. 

Based on his experiences as a teacher, Schoenberg 
wrote Theory of Rather surprisingly 
for those who know him as one of the most important 
exponents of atonality in modern music he deals with 
his subject on traditional lines, believing apparently, 
that a pupil should first “ master the rules to know how 
to break them.” He completed this book in 1911. The 
translators, using the text of the third edition, have 
omitted much philosophical and polemic material 
making it purely a working book for the teacher. 


his 


(Sacheverell) The Netherlands. <A 
Study of some aspects of Art, Costume and 
Social Life. Tlus., some coloured. Batsford. 
18s. od. net. 

Mr. Sacheverell Sitwell has made an excellent book 
on the Netherlands and Messrs. Batsford have produced 
it in their best Style. Holland and its highways and by 
ways, especially the latter rarely received such 
attention as is shown in this book. The reader feels 


has 


that he has really seen the country and its people, their 
work and their costumes, for himself and an excellent 
under 


Index (with the exception of several entries 


rhe helps him considerably. 
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Souipartrry. A Platform for all those who can 
help to plan a better world. Edit. by 
Jacques Metadier. Vol. V. In English and 
in French. Macdonald. 7s. 6d. net. 

Post-war plans are here discussed by a series of 
contributors who are expert on their various subjects. 
They are presented in both English and French and 
should form a useful basis for the people to form their 
own opinion on the present position. The Editor 
wisely refuses to accept liability for the various points 
of view. The basis of reconstruétion, the Solidarity of 
Central Europe, the Economic Aspect of the United 
Nations are among some of the most important subjects 
dealt with. This issue is Vol. V of the Solidarity Series. 
Sracy (Henry C.) Cat and Camera. Illus. The 

Fountain Press. 8s. 6d. net. 

\ delightful colleétion of cat photographs taken 
by Mr. Stacv. ‘This book cannot fail to give great 
pleasure to all cat-lovers. 

Sracy (Henry C.) Dog and Camera. _ Illus. 
The Fountain Press. 8s. 6d. net. 

Thomas Fall, Britain's leading animal 
photographers, helps greatly to give us a charming 
book of dog photographs. Expert advice is also given 
on how to photograph your own pets with success. 
Taytor (Desmond Shawe) Covent Garden. 

With 7 plates in colour and 28 black-and- 


white illus. Parrish. 6s. od. net. 

The Story of the famous opera-house is traced here 
from its opening in 1732 till the present day, illustrated 
by 35 reproduétions of scene-designs, portraits, etc. 
lhe house has been conneéted with most of the import- 
ant musical events in England. In 1743 Handel had 
his “ Messiah " performed there in the presence of 
George Il. Weber wrote his “ Oberon ” especially 
for Covent Garden. \t the turn of our century it 
reaches international fame as the most famous singers 
of the world appear on its Stage : Melba, Caruso, Patti, 
de Reszke, to name but a few. Numerous pertormances 
were given of Wagner operas. 

THorNpike (Russell) In The Steps of Shakes- 
peare. Illus. Rich & Cowan. 12s. 6d. net. 

The original edition of Mr. Russell Thorndike’s 
hook on Shakespeare was published just before the war 
under the title of “ A Wanderer with Shakespeare.” 
This is the right time to have brought out a new edition 
for two main the first that there is at the 
moment a revival in. Shakespearean interest, and 
secondly, that the fair fields of England are being visited 
by manv holiday-makers who love literary associations. 
We advise the last-named to go provided with this 
Shakespeare Itinerary in their pockets and those who 
are not so fortunate as to be able to see the a¢tual places 
conneéted with Shakespeare's plays to sit at home and 
read about them. 

Unprerwoop (Leon) Masks of West 
Illus. Tiranti. 6s. od. net. 

small volume on a little-known subject torms 
a companion to the same author's “ Figures in Wood of 
West Africa,” which we reviewed in our February tssuc. 
Mr. Underwood discusses the abstraét character of the 
masks, the ritual which lies behind them, the meaning 
of Fetish, Totem and Idol and the true significance of 
the old ceremonial worship of the deity. The text 
appears both in English and French. 
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Warson (Eric E.) Sketching in Colour made 
Easy. Illus. Vawser & Wiles. 6s. od. net. 
The book deals with paintings in oils, water 
colours and pastels. Information is given on colours 
and equipment. Technique of every sort of work is 
expounded and the scope and method presented is 
practical, forming a complete treatise on how to paint 
rather than to Strive after pictorial effect. 

WirFeEN (Marcus) Stuart and Georgian 
Churches. The Architecture of the Church 
of England outside London. 1603-1837. 
Illus. Batsford. 18s. od. net. 

The author deals with the buildings of the Church 
of England outside London between 1603-1837. There 
is an excellent chapter on the Craftsmen and Artists 
who were employed to decorate the churches. The 
illustrations greatly enhance the value of the work. 

FICTION 

Berrow (Norman) The Singing Room. Ward 
Lock. 8s. 6d. net. 

MySterious singing noises in a room in Jasmine 
House. Was there a secret? Investigation showed 
many queer things, the contents of bottles for instance. 
BurMAN (B. L.) Blow for a Land. _ Iilus. 


Lutterworth Press. 8s. 6d. net. 

The author has been writing about river people for 
seventeen years or so and Still keeps his enthusiasm and 
interest in them. In this, his latest book, he has written 
a novel of no mean signiticance, dealing as it does with 
the Mississippi Boat Community. Willow Joe is the 
hero of the Story who Strives to wean his parents from 
the river and fails to keep them from hankering after 
their shantyboat home. 

Erskine (Margaret) [ Knew MacBean. A 
Detective Story. Hammond. 8s. 6d. net. 

MyStery upon mystery, Inspeétor Finch has an 
awful time but gets there in the end and proves that the 
di&um “ Fantastic things do happe but not to police- 
men” is wrong. 

Evans (Allen Roy) All in a Twilight. Ward 
Lock. 8s. 6d. net. 

\ Story of a prairic farm in Canada. School 
teacher Emma marrics Burl Zither without knowing 
him well, and the first shock of entering her new lite 
is very considerable. She finds Burl sympathetic but 
so terribly wrapped up in his work on the farm that her 
days become one long Struggle with circumstance. 
Her courage helps hor through and the tale is well told, 
though the reminiscences indulged in by Burl in the 
last seétion of the novel have a distinétly mel ncholy 
trend. 

GervalisE (Lesley) Second Wind. 
worth. 8s. 6d. net. 

Laurie Weston did not marry Michacl O'Neill 
until Peter Paradine had bratally jilted her. In their 
childhood she and Peter had been inseparable friends 
and she had counted on spending the rest of her life with 


Lutter- 


him. After her marriage he comes back into her life 
and exercises his old charm as before. The manner in 


which she deals with the situation makes a good Story. 
Jaynes (Clare) Instruct My Sorrows. Ham- 
mond. 9s. 6d. net. 
The young lady on the book-jacket looks some- 
what aenemic but she no doubt is intended to represent 
the heroine of this well-thought-out novel. After two 


years of invalidism Jessica Drummond's husband dies 
and she is hard put to it to readjust her life as a young, 
attractive end wealthy widow. On the one hand is her 
mother and other Victorian friends who try to persuade 
her to regard the zest of life as over, whilst on the other 
hand are her sporty men friends who wish to give her a 
yay time. Cleverly she manages to steer a safe middle 
course and her career is well worth following in detail. 


LANHAM (Edwin) Slug it Slay. Boardman. 
7s. 6d. net. 

What with the technical language of the newspaper 
men and what is much worse, their technical slang it is 
as much as one can do to follow the conversations in 
this Story. But it is a good story and the murders are 
solved in great Style. A vocabulary would have been 
useful. 

Mayo (Eleanor R.) Turn Home. Boardman. 
gs. 6d. net. 

Life on the ¢ock-bound coast of Maine. Bub Dulliver 
has to flee before the hatred of the townsfolk but comes 
back determined to retrieve himself in their eves. It 
takes some doing, and had it not been for the tidelity of 
Lou Jellison he might not have attained his aim. 
Fortunately things turn out well in the end. 

Rusu (Philip) He Sailed with Dampier. 
Coloured illus. Boardman, 7s. 6d. net. 

The Story is told by one, Ralph Minter, who from 
the age of seventeen goes into the service of the great 
explorer, Dampier. On a day in March, 1680, with a 
crew of six they sct out in a small sloop making for the 
Island of Jamaica. Adventure follows adventure up the 
Isthmus of Darien, better known today as Panama. 
Hardships, battles, treasure-finding and many other 
events form the mainspring of this tale which is 
written especially for the thirteen- to eighteen-year-olds 
but which will engross many on both sides of this 
optional margin. 

SNELLING (Joan) Morning Waits. 
worth. 9s. 6d. net. 

Intriguers and wreckers do their worst when 
\ndrew Pentreath comes home from the New World 
and he fights them sturdily for his rights. A romantic 
picture of England in the late years of Queen Anne in 
which love plays a prominent part. The author shows 
great promise for future work in this colourful first 
novel. 

TARKINGTON (Booth) Image of Josephine. 
Hammond. 8s. 6d. net. 

Josephine Oaklin’s grandfatker’s home in a small 
town covered a whole block and a family private art 
gallery, but Josephine’s language was anything but 
‘ refained.”” Lonely and thoroughly spoilt she is much 
disliked and the men who are attraéted to her soon 
sheer off. Fireworks of all sorts rage round her head 
until she comes to see some sense at last. 

JUVENILE 
Gammon (David) The Secret of the Sacred 
Lake. Frontis. Lutterworth. 6s. od. net. 

The jungles of Ecuador hold horrors unspeakable 
as well as mysteries. Into this fearsome land Professor 
Delaware, accc »mpanied by his son Roy, dared to plunge. 
The resulting terrors make one of the grandest adven- 
ture Stories that will delight the heart of thousands of 
boy readers. 
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Livene (S.) The Twins at Castle School. 
Lutterworth. 6s. od. net. 

* The Castle School Gets Going,” again with the 
additional charm of Nesta and Dick, the Australian 
twins, both of them handfuls and quite unmanageable 
until Pat tinds away to manage them and win their hearts. 
Prumiey (Donald) Through the Little Book. 

Coloured illus. Lutterworth. 6s. od. net. 

Here is the ideal Sunday School prize for boys as 
well as girls. On a cold winter afternoon Nicholas and 
Susan Bell sitting before the tire are taken aback to see a 
small ventleman of the name of Mr. Everyage jump out 
of the grate amid a shower of sparks. [le takes them a 
marvellous trip into ancient history and introduces them 
to many biblical charaéters 

PUBLICATIONS RECEIVED 

BATH, VICTORIA ART GALLERY AND 
MUNICIPAL LIBRARY BULLETIN, THE RE 
CORD, Vol. 1, Now 6, 1948 BOOKS TO COME, 
\pril, 1948. BULLETIN OP THE JOHN RY 
LANDS LIBRARY, MANCHESTER, Vol. 31, No. 1, 
January, 1948 rHE LIBRARIAN AND BOOK 
WORLD, May, 1948 rik LIBRARY ASSOCI 
\TION RECORD, May, 1948. — MORE BOOKS, 
the Bulletin of The Boston Public Library, May, 1948. 
NEW ZEALAND LIBRARIES, January-February, 
1948 rHE WILSON LIBRARY BULLETIN, May, 


1g4h. 


Correspondence 


Tue Eprror, 

“Tue Loprary Worupv.” May 14//, 1948. 

Sir.—In view of the agitation in some quar- 
ters for the State to take over libraries it would 
be interesting to receive enlightenment, from 
those who are versed in such matters, on the 
following points :— 

1. Was the Library Association consulted 
before the Statement was printed that the 
leaflets describing the National Health Service 
would be distributed in libraries ? 

2. If so, was this done in time enough to 
allow discussion within the Association as to 
the suitability or otherwise of this literature 
for admission into libraries ? 

3. [fit was, why are such questions not more 
fully ventilated ? 

In this matter of principle the National 
Health Service and the government are as 
algebraic symbols, their virtues or vices being 
irrelevant. It is a question of freedom. 
Furthermore, individuals may still disapprove 
when their Association approves, and rice 
versa, which is an evil (but often a tolerable one) 
of democratic representation. But can it be 
possible that there are librarians who feel their 
professional importance enhanced by handling 
such literature, who glow with pride at the 
confidence the government has in them, and 
voice the warning tones of officialdom (gentle, 


but firm) when any timid enquirer proposes 
to fill in a form which is not appropriate to his 
case Yours, etc., 
LIBERTAS, 
Tue Eprror, 
“THe Liprary 25/4 Alay, 1948. 
JUVENILE LIBRARY STATISTICS 
“An Assisranr’s THouGurs. 


| have read the comments of Zenodotus, 
Callimachus, and others for some time, in fact, 
ever since | entered the library service. | am 
wondering if one of these gentlemen would 
deign to answer a question that has been 
troubling me for a long time: I refer to our 
Juvenile Department. Our chief wants to 
increase the issues there and | have been told 
that some years ago a certain chief made it a 
rule that one book only was to be issued to each 
child weekly. He thought that it would conduce 
to the child’s mental health if he had to con- 
centrate on one book—he would have to read 
it—if he wanted to read. Where | am em- 
ployed each child can get 15 books weekly if 
he wants them and many do take them and it is 
not a pleasant sight—at least to me—to see a 
child take three books home on five days a week. 

Is this a good thing for the child? 1 think 
not. He becomes a “ picture” reader—just 
glances through a book, takes up one after 
another, looks for a minute and consequently 
concentrates very little or not at all. I con- 
sider that great harm is being done to youthful 
readers—they will never learn to concentrate 
on one book in after life and will become 
readers of tit-bits”’ and snippets.” This 
will do the country no good—we will breed a 
race of robots and the thoughtful mind must 
feel anxious for the mental state of the citizens 
of the future. | am convinced that a librarian 
guilty of this practice is a traitor to his country 
—he cares nothing about the harm done to the 
children—the increased issues are all in all to 
him—and it impresses the Library Committee 
when they are informed of the high issues. It 
seems to me that the method of reporting 
Statistics is all wrong and should be put on a 
uniform basis. To one who is patriotic and 
who wishes to do the best he or she can for the 
country—this effort after big issues is all wrong 
and anyone who encourages it is no friend 
either to the child or to the country. I should 
be glad to know what opinions the gentlemen 
named may have on this letter. 

Yours, etc., 
kK. 
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AMERICAN 
BOOK TRADE PERIODICALS 


PUBLISHERS’ WEEKLY 


THE AMERICAN BOOK TRADE JOURNAL 

For nearly 75 years the nerve centre of the American book trade—ideas, 
editorials, articles, news, people, tips from publishers, book shop talk, market 
forecast, best seller lists, record of books published, an old and rare book section, 
a book exchange section, and once a month, the modern design and manufacturing 
section. Its subscribers include booksellers, publishers, manufacturers, librarians, 
editors, book collectors, motion picture studios, and all who handle books or 
literary material. 


30s. net 


LIBRARY JOURNAL 


THE OLDEST JOURNAL OF THE PROFESSION 
The oldest periodical (in its 71st-year of publication) in the field of library work 
and development—ideas, editorials, articles, calendar of activities, people, 
news, books reviewed and appraised, bookbinding news, letters. Its subscribers 
include universities and institutions, public and schoo) libraries, large and small, 


; Published twice a month. 
—g 27s. 10d. 


Subscribe direct to’: 
R. R. BOWKER COMPANY 
ty 62 WEST 45th STREET 
NEW YORK CITY, U.S.A. 
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